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Postage Stamps

lor Each State

Various Designs Suggested to Typirv

Sectional History or Pe-

culiarities.

It is not unlikely that each State will
t iave its separate postage stamp. And that
upon receipt of a letter you can tell as far
as you can tec it "where it comes from.

A bill has been introduced by Senator
Fugh, asking that each State shall have
the privilege of issuing its own stamp.
The governor of the State, or the post-
master, or the vote of the people shall
determine the nature of the stamp. The
design shall then be sent to the Postmaster
General vlio, upon approval, shall pass it
along to the President or designated offi-
cials, who shall return it to the State with
written consent.

The stamps will then be issued by the
postoffice of the State that has Just se-

lected its private postage stamp, and the
burden of the expense shall fall upon the
taxpayers of the State, and not upon ;Je
whole United Stales. The red tape :i to

.avoid the possibility of any firm advertis-
ing through Uie United Slates postage.

This is certainly interesting, ami if :t
passes Senator Pugh will be a herj ho

has found something new. An ex Senator
bpeakmg of it, said:

"Those "who are against It are so on
account of the expense upon the tax-
payers; but if this can be obviated c--r

brought under reasonable terms this, they
think, might be forgotten. But the bill
as It stands is agitating patriotic souls .

"Oklahoma Territory almost unanimounly
adopted the mistletoe, so scarce elsewhere,
and Maine found the pine cone and lassel
jts most characteristic bloom. Delaware
chose the ieach, and Idaho voted for the

synngla, while Minnesota, faithful
to its Indian traditions, preferred the
lovely moccasin flower. Wisconsin took a
tree, Uie maple, while Nebraska, Secre-
tary Morion's own Slate, after trying to
6elcct a tree also, came back at last to the
favorite of Uie Secretary, the golden rod.

"These flowers are worth memorizing,
especially if they arc to be selected for
the Slate stamp, for the design upon the
stamp will at once lie introduced as part
of the curriculum of the public schools
and the next generation of school children
will know them like the alphabet.

"But Uiere arc other topics that are as
interesting as the State flower. These
are historical scenes and certain associa-
tions that are inseparable in the thought
of the State.

"New York is ro identified with New
York harbor and with ocean steamships
that the design of a vcsel riding the
waves was selected by a party of gentle-
men who met in Hie smoking room of a
"Washington hotel to discuss the possl-biHt- y

of the stamp design. "With a txat
upon the crct of a wae the story of the
great steamships and the principal port
of the United States would be told all over
the world wherever a stamp from New
Yory traveled.

"Massachusetts, too, has its distinctive
ness, aside from historic Cape Cod, and the
great people who have conic from its
principal city. Massachusetts is too his-

torical to allow its part to go unrecognized,
and in all its records nothing stands out
a- - prominently as its tea parly.

"With all reverence the people of Flor-
ida would dra v a picture of Winnie Davis
and place it upon their stamps. This young
woman was 'The Daughter of the Confed-
eracy in times past. Today she is tiie
Mother of the New South.' Never did

Amazon or lierolne live up to her convic-

tions and traditions as does this his-

toric young woman. She Js the beautiful
personification of patriotism and grace.
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mardi Gras Mad Whirl
h i

Ushers In solemn lent
'Jfejv Orleans, Feb. The festival of
Mardi Gras begins here bright and

morning. You hear Its first notes
Saturday and Sunday. They will burst
upon the city with the rising or Monday's
sun. Every train is bringing visitors and
the hotels divide their pride between their
decorations and their guests.

The Mardi Gras carnival is the great-
est in Uie world. The revels of Home,
the Battles ot Flowers of Nice, the feasts
of Madrid arc small compared to it. The
entire Ice carnival of Canada would be only
one event in the brilliant two days spent
by Eex and bis court.

You can have little conception if you
live in the North of the hold which these
two days take upon the city. The Governor
and his staff are the leaders in the merry-
making.- The major and his associates are
at the head of the professions. The Greys
ot the South, the Louisiana Artillery, the
Continental Guards, all the great military
bodies are "on duty'' during Mardi Gras
to assist in receiving guests and pay homage
to Ilex, and ate part of the carnival.

The feast of the Mardi Gras is noth-
ing more nor less than a two days'
merrymaking preceding the solemnity of
Lent. The fun begins Shroe Monday and
lasts until midnight Tuesday. Then Ash
Wednesday is ushered in, and the carnival
people,stnpplngthoir gay toggery from head
and heels, troop to the churches aid fall
upon their knees in prayer. Their devotions

and the Floridians want her youthful
face forever perpetuated.

"Washington and the cherry tree must be-

long to old Virginia. Trivial though it
seems, it is Uie strongest picture In the
history of Washington. The cherry tree Is
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arc of thankfulness to God for the joy
of the past few days.

The New Orleans Mardi Gras is one Of

the most aristocratic or functions, but
it is of a nature in which all take part.
The entire city goes North-
erners cannot appreciate II. But those
who are Mardi Gras reellcrs once forget
it never.

The first note you hear of the Mardi
Gras is a commotion upon the "Yellow
Sea," the Mississippi. Up and down the
streets the g negroes run cry-
ing that they hae seen Hex. "Hex is
here! Ilex is here!" they call to everybody.

Hex Js the king of the Mardi Gras. Who,
lie is never Is known. As in ull great events
tli ere are some discerning ones. But the
exact name and status of Hex is kept silent
until the minute lie unveils his face two
days later. Sometimes Hex is an obstinate
king and will not reveal his face ever; and
then the rest of the year the merrymakers
are wondering "who Hex really was."
That he was a leader of fcoclcty in the
aristocratic Amerlco French city is taken
for granted. Surely! Tor did he not
choose a queen from out Uie very ranks
of New Orleans swelldom.

Hex comes to New Orleans upon a ship,
generally. The vessel is very beautifully
decorated and it is filled with "courtiers,"
men who wear gay costumes and pay
continual homage to their king. Perhaps
Hex Is steering the craft with a floral rud-
der while his courtiers ure grouped around
him. All, presumably, have come from
the North. All wear small masks with

a favorite with each new generation. It
has tender associations with each grown
one. Executed in a dignified way, Uie
cherry tree would carry not only-- weight,
but would stand as a landmark of tho
Father ot his Country. No other State
could claim it, and Virginia certainly would
do so.

"Pennsylvania might claim one of many
designs. As Uie early capital of the United
States it might embody the old Capitol In
its stamp. Its revolutionary- - battles, its
landmarks, Its statesmen, all suggest them
selves, but it is as Uie Keystone State that

Pennsylvania stands in the minds of other
States. Amagnificentkeystonedeslgn, with
solidity and architectural beauty, might
well represent Pennsylvania.

"Utah's motto has a pioneer upon It.
Utah, now a State, has passed through the
most varied history of all the States. Its
motto might be 'Work," with a pioneer
underneath. Its mission has been to hew
ahead, to blaze the way. In its mining,
its resources and ita landscape beauty there
is a broad field for the selection of a
stamp design, but Uie good, sturdy pioneer

noses that disguise effectually; and be-

hind them arc groups ot "ladles ot the
court," who by the way are young men
dressed as women, for it Js not good eti-
quette for Uie glrU merrymakers to ap-

pear masked in the streets. They wait
for the Mardi Gras ball.

At the wharf the military companies re-

ceive Rex and escort him to the city hall.
Here the mayor ot the city gives the keys
of New Orleans to .King Hex; and for
the next forty-eig- ht hours he is monarch
ot the Crescent City.

One or the delightful features of the
Mardi Gras is the presence of many visit-
ing military companies. These come trom
the North, East, and West. Every city
that has a regiment deserving a vacation
makes Its preparations to bead the boys
to New Orleans tor the Muidl Gras. The
military companies of the city entertain
them "and the tlrst day of the Mardi Gras
they are entertained by Rex at a grand
banquet. The blue coals nnd tho gray
mix, unditib held that the Mardi Gras lias
united the North and South quicker than
any other thing has ever done.

The procession or Rex takes place after
the city has become his. This procession
lies through the main streets of New Or-

leans and is a grand pageant. Nothing has
ever been known to excel the New Orleans
Mardi Gras parade.

A teature of this is the allegorical floats.
These represent the history of the city,
the court or Napoleon, ot njilch a visit to
New OrleaiiB always reminds you, and all
the allegorical figures of history. Famous
pictures are represented, mythological sub

s .

1' ti

is a favorIte3Ui(ruughout Utah. The bar-
rier is that othercountries form an in-

correct impression' of" its statutes and cult-
ure from Uie r&ughty clad figure of a wood-
man. But it is. certainly emblematic otUie
State's history. --

"Kentucky's blue grass, its lovely women

jects are portrayed, all the incidents ot the
United States and finally come great
brilliant pageants so intricate, ao vast,
and so venturesome for street iibe that a
fire engine follows them for fear of flames
or pers'onal danger.

Visitors telling of the Mardi Gras add
a bit to its interest by putting romance to
fact. They like to draw Uie great feast
as a gieat riot. They put license In the
place or liberty, and they would have you
believe that it is not safe to venture out of
doors by day or night in the beautiful city
while King Rex is abroad. But the Mardi
Gras is not conducted that way.

In the trees of New Orleans during the
parade you sec grinning monkeys, with big
heads and. prcternaturally white teeth. You
see all aorta ot strange animals scrambling
up to thebrauches, and you.bebold, worming
its way through the boughs, the most im-

possible reptiles and the oddest tropical
creatures. As you pass underneath you
may beshowered with nuts or snowed under
with blls of tinsel and paper, or you may-ge- t

a rap upon the head with the tall of a
snake. But you take it all In good part, for
Rex is coining Hex preceded by a

Rex withhls pageant; Hex with
his brilliancy and merriment.

Through the middle of the streets are
ranks of carnivalers. They are drcased in
strangearray.wlthstrange noses, noses that
tell you they are from Mephlsto's regions,
cousins ot Ills Majesty- - of horns and tail.
There is no law for costume, and all can
parade whostep out into the procession and
keep ahead of the lights of the chariot fol-
lowing. Progress must be made if Rex Is
to fulfil his whole program.

The program of Mardi Gras Is regulated
by the societlcb ot the city, who form
themselves in Mardi Gras committees.
Their first meeting is held secret
say on Ash Wednesday to get ready for
next year's Mardi Gras. They tell that
it is held in their festival clothes, the
very hour the Mardi Gras closes, so as
to give every second of the next twelve-
month for them to prepare.

Many "secret societies" arc formed for
the two days of the Mardi Gras. The
Sons of Comus, the Knight Revellers and
other namebplayingupon Rex and Comus
the two kings arc adopted by the young
men of the city. The day before the Mardi
Gras the young men announce that they
are going away to be gone a few days,
and no one in the family says "where?"
They are going to the club to dress up and
get ready for the Mardi Gras parade.

Meanwhile the young women arc getting
ready for the Mardi Gras ball. There are
balls all over the city. All classes of

and its high-bre- d horses are all told in the
head of a horse. If I were a Kentuckian
I would ask for Uie horse upon our post-
age stamp and ignore all the battle scenes
and Uie ancient regime of which Kentucky
is rich in history. Its horses are its noblest
feature. It the choice of a stamp were left
with the men of the State I'd bet upon Its
being a Kentucky bluegrass belle.

"What can California select? What would
you have her select? Hcrfrults, her flowers,
her marvelous flora, tales of her verdure
and bloom, her lush and ripeness, are like
fables away from her flowery coast. Havo
you ever seen her callas, .you who have
raised one lily in ahoUiouseand transported
It, swaUied in cotton, for the proudest post
on your Easter table? Tell California to
show her flowers and fruit.

"Ohio, to my mind, ought to have Grant.
He grows greater as the ycarsdccllne. Ohio's
stamp should suggest war In battle time
Uie country looks to the Buckeye State for
its strong th and force. It has had more than
Its share ofPresidents, too

society, down to the poorest revellers, in-

dulge In a "dance." At the great ball Rex.
chooses ills queen, and with her takes a
tour ot many ball rooms, receiving- - the
homago ot the assembled military com-
panies, of the reception committees and
the dancers. No one takes liberties with
Rex. All bow before his fair queen, who
is Uie most beautiful girl in a city of
marvelously beautiful women.

There is a parade both days ot the Mardi
Gras Monday and Tuesday, Tuesday's
parade being the more elaborate. In each
Rex is differently dressed. At one he may-

be a wonderful flying creature hanging
suspended by ribbons, king of the universe!
At another an imposing majesty in velvet
and fura. But he Is King Rex ot the Mardi
Gras however apparelled. He is choeen
from his fitness in matters social, diploma tic,
and histrionic. Hut his queen is picked for
her social rank and beauty. To have been
Queen ot the Mardi Gras is enough triumph
for the life of one woman.

The first Queen of the Mardi Gras was
Mrs. Walker Fearn, who was prominent with
Mrs. Potter Palmer in the World's Fair. She
is now the wife of one of Mr. Cleveland's
appointees to Egypt. Each year the pic-
ture- of the queen in her robes is lovelier
than the last.

The betrct of the Mardi Gras revel,
prominent peoplcsay, is a twofold one
its high tone, maintained year after year,
and the way it is participated in by the
whole city. Mardi Gras is a legal holiday
in Louisiana and in Alabama, like Fourth
of July or Washington's birthday. Other
cities attempting a carnival have not suc-
ceeded in making it unanimous enough to
allow business men the privilege of closing
their plai.es of business and taking part.
With the business men at work in shop and
office no carnival can hold the attention
of the people. In New Orleans the very
bone and sinew of the city is taken for the
bone and sinew of Mardi Gras.

What Mardi Gras costs Is something that
is kept as secret as the name ot Rex him-
self. Much is done by private contrlbuUon.
Many individuals spend money for decora-
tion. It Is like any city draped for a holi-
day. You bring in your flags and bunting
nect morning.

OUier festivals have been held that were
exclusively for those who could pay, as Ice
palaces, with high-price- d tickets of admis-
sion. But the Mardi Gras Is as free as the
pavement of the streets; and the keeping of
it up, year after year, is a matter of national
pride to this country in a tabulation of the
great carnivals of history.

FRANK HARRI3.
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Midnight Meais

f the Famous

How the. Late Supper Habit Has
Fastened Itself Upon

Celebrities

The secret of President Cleveland's dude
shooting has been discovered by a Cohinibu3
ot this city. The President is inordinately
fond of ducks, be they canvas-back- water
fowl.orcommonflyers. Tohaveihemlreso.
hegoes for them h'raself ,aud to besurethey
arekilled with the right aim, heshoots them
on the wmgand brings them down,not muti-
lated, for table use.

For a late supper in the private dining-roo- m

ot the 'White House there Is always a
hot bird a fat young duck and a bottleot
seltzer ready forunton with any liquid noc-
turnal draught that may come knocking
yearningly at the Executive's stomach.

The President is temperate m bis choice,
and in going to hunt what be wants he fol-

lows the good old Jerseyman custom jf hi3
ancestors, who found game and ma pie sugar
in the woods of Jersey and brought them
home for the delectation of the family.
For a mid winter'snight dream there inch-
ing like a good duck and a prosperous

these facts on voyages of discovery to tie
White House.

Senator Peffer has been followed many
a night to an Avenue cafe, where he orders
an oyster stew-- It is his favorite going-to-be- d

dish. Also his favorite at noon-
day. The Peffer beard makes it easy to
recognize him and the lads out on a lark,
say- - "Eet us follow Peffer's beard and
see where it Is going." It invariably en-

ters a brightly lighted restaurant where
oystera are served up in a stew. Peffer's
mavelous holdlng-ou- t powers arc said by
envious Senator's to be due to the fact
that he gives his stomach no hard work;
to do at night, only presenuag it with the
simplest of bivalve stews.

Cornelius Vanderbllt has a singular mid-
night taste. He likes to snatch a bite of
something off a ledge or table, as though 16

were a morsel of that delicious dish, for-
bidden fruit. When Mr. YanderbQc works
late at night which millionaires often do.
he runs over to a certain cafe not far from
his office, and, climbing upon a tall stool,
helps himself to tea biscuit no larger than a
"quarter." and puts In little slivers ot
meat between the fat sides. The neighbor-
hood Is a full and cosmopolitan oae. From
the steps Mr-- Yanderbilt can lower his coat
collar from his ears in the stlHne33 of night.
and hear the orders given in the restaurant
across the way "Adam and Eve on a raff
and "A bowl of graveyard stew." Thi3
means only two poached eggs on toast and
a bowl of milk toast, but its sound tells the
millionaire that midnight luncheons are
liked through all grades ot society.

Senator Arthur Gorman likes a very sim-
ple, yet very delicious, meal late at night.
It is a platter of hashed brown potatoes in
cream, with two poached eggs on top. Thu
is food for the gods, it they be senatorial
ones with brains to replenish.

Reed can actually dally wlUi his stomach,
thinking nothing of a coarse sapper while
Uie clocks are laboring their utmost to tell
him it is Cinderella hour.

Another man who can dally with the hour
of Cinderella's indiscretion 13 Carlisle,
who eats and drinks what he pleases.and
when he pleases. His independent policy Is
noUiing compared with his independent
digestion. At 12 he can order up a rarebit.

Walter Damrosch is a favorite in so-

ciety and Bohemia. His friends like no
better than to lure him to a root garden
for a midnight spread of something to rest
that tireless shaking mane ot his that beats
with the motions of the baton.

There is a famous New York clergyman
who has a young and pretty wife- - With
her opposite him, this clergyman picks a
seat at the highest-tone- d concert hall of the
city, and, cowering behind her broad hat,
he orders hot birds, until both go home
merry as Noab's dove after it had found a
living sprig. Their cold botUes arc vlchy,
but you don't care what yoa drink when
you're bent on enjoying yourself. It's the
lark that counts.

"Midnight luncheon are not hurtful."
once said no less an artist than tbechet-o- t

John Jacob Astor at a cook's banquet, but
they must be cooked by a chef who under-
stands the law of sleeping nerves.
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